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Staffordshire Cricket Loses Popular 

Management Board Figure 

Local cricket is mourning the sudden death of Dave Kettle, who has been a key member of the crick-

eting fraternity for many years. Dave recently suffered a fall which resulted in a broken collar bone 

and on Wednesday, after complaining of pains, was taken to hospital where he sadly died from a heart 

attack at the age of 63. Amongst the many roles Dave occupied, a key one was the position of Chair-

man of the Stone & District Cricket League and League President John Grocott says, ñIt is terrible 

news. He has been a good servant to cricket in the area and in particular to the Stone League. He has 

been a good friend to me personally and he will be sadly missed.ò 

 At club level Dave was heavily involved with Meakins Cricket Club where he has been a member for 

many years being Chairman for over 30 years, during which time the club has prospered until reach-

ing its current position in the North Staffs & South Cheshire League. He currently filled the dual roles 

of chairman and treasurer at the club and Vice-Chairman James Menzies admits, ñIt is devastating 

news. It is bad enough for us at our club but it will be a massive blow to the Stone League. It has 

come completely out of the blue and he will be missed badly as he was such a nice guy.ò 

During the recent reorganization of cricket in the area, prior to 

the start of the 2008 season Dave played a vital role and Chris 

Hopkin the Chairman of the North Staffs & South Cheshire 

Cricket League described Dave as, ñThe honest broker in the 

middle. He was a genuinely nice guy who contributed greatly to 

local cricket in the area. It is undoubtedly a sad loss to cricket in 

North Staffordshire.ò  

Amongst his other roles was as a Board Representative of the 

Staffordshire Cricket Board. Jason Britton Staffordshire's 

Cricket Development Manager says, "Dave's contribution to 

cricket was immense both at grass roots level and at the higher 

echelons of the game. He always put his views across in a very 

dignified and structured way and brought a common sense approach to dealing with issues."  

The funeral took place on Tuesday June 22nd and was well attended by all sections of the local cricket community including Staffordshire 

cricket chairman Gerald Williams, board members Andrew Foster, John Bosson and Cricket Development manager Jason Britton. 

Dave will be sadly missed and leaves a wife Margaret and sons Andrew and Richard. Our thoughts and best wishes are with the Kettle 

family at this time. 
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Focus On Silverdale Cricket Club 

 

Silverdale Cricket Club has gone from strength to strength. Having only 2 junior sides back in 2005 we 

currently have 6 sides from U9ôs to U17ôs including a Sunday league U13ôs, these complement the two 

adult sides playing on a Saturday. This is just fantastic, as the junior players are the future of the club.  

We obtained the Clubmark accreditation a few years ago which confirms our commitment to being a safe, 

effective and child-friendly cricket club. We now have established links with a number of local schools, 

where we deliver cricket coaching sessions and encouraged the children to take up the sport. As a result 

there have been more juniors attending coaching sessions.   

Our enthusiastic coachôs commitment and dedication has seen the club now having 5 junior members rep-

resenting Staffordshire at various age levels this is an amazing achievement. Jack Redman is now repre-

senting Staffordshire at under 10 while Anis Raza is representing the county at under 11 level. Liam Banks 

is an under 11 playing a year above in the county system, representing Staffordshire under 12ôs and Kurtis Lally is the wicketkeeper for 

the county under 15ôs, also showing his prowess with the bat while putting an unbroken stand of 49 together with Richard Hagan in a 

two wicket victory at Nottinghamshire. Looby Lally makes up the five county players at the club, representing the county at under 13 

level as well playing for the club boys teams. 

With the increasing numbers of young players within the club it was important that funds were raised to support the development of the 

Junior Section. We now provide a ótuck shopô, and on match days the selling of chips, burgers, hotdogs, pizza, as well as bacon baps and 

breakfasts on Sunday mornings are reaping rewards. This is all down to the efforts and hard work of the parents of our junior members. 

Last year some of the money raised by the junior fund has been used to provide additional coaching equipment. The junior members 

also decided to purchase two flat screen TVôs and the instal-

lation of SKY TV to further benefit the club. 

Our current clubhouse was built in 1922 and was in need of 

renovation.  Over the last twelve months we have been ac-

tively working towards obtaining grant funding to refurbish 

the clubhouse and we now have a new tiled roof which was 

the main element of a Coalfields regeneration grant.  

The changing roomôs flat roof has also been re-felted thanks 

to the Staffordshire Foundation. We have had a new boiler 

system installed and new UPVC windows and doors fitted at 

the club thanks to the Go-Green Grant. Lafarge Landfill 

helped with new security shutters on all windows and doors. 

We have also had success applying to Staffordshire Aggre-

gates Levy Grant Scheme (SALGS) to get cavity wall and 

loft insulation in the clubhouse.  

More recently Sport England has funded the purchase of 

brand new wicket roller and mower. Coalfield regeneration 

grant has been used in updating the changing rooms and the 

installation of a disabled accessible toilet.  

Silverdale Colliery Sports and welfare have been instrumen-

tal with the funding of the disabled access ramps at rear of 

the clubhouse. We have been successful with grants from the 

Sports Council providing part funding for a new cooker and 

Robbie Williams Give it Sum fund providing a new water 

boiler for the kitchen. 

Much of the fund raising has been done by Mick and Glynn 

Moore, the brothers who both still play first team cricket 

have been the rock of the effort. Mick being rewarded in the 

Staffordshire OSCAs, winning the ôBehind The Scenesô award.  

There is a new found buzz around the club, the sense of a club on the up and moving forward. With the help and support from all the 

hard work of club volunteers working together as a team as well as the grant bodies, we believe that we can continue to improve the 

facilities and cricket provision at Silverdale Cricket Club for everyone to enjoy as members and as guests when they visit us. The future 

of Silverdale Cricket Club is one of success! 

Six Key Personnel at Silverdale 

(Back left to right ) Club stalwart and first team opening bowler 

Glynn Moore, Club coach Jezz Lally, Club Coach and Staffordshire 

under 10 coach John Shenton. 

(Front left to right) Staffordshire girls player Looby Lally, Club 

main fundraiser, OSCAs winner and first team player Mick Moore 

and Liam Banks the under 11 player now playing a year up at county 

level with Staffordshire under 12 side. 
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Staffordshire Outstanding Services To Cricket Awards 2010 

Staffordshire Cricket celebrated the annual Outstanding Services To Cricket Awards at 

Knypersley Cricket Club. The awards which lead to all winners being invited to a lunch at 

Lords in October were the third annual Staffordshire awards were presented at lunch during 

the minor counties fixture between Staffordshire and Cumberland.  

The óLifetime Achieverô award was won by Bob Cherry a man with an impressive array of 

cricket playing, umpiring and administration experience stretching over 70 years. Bob has 

been secretary of the Kidsgrove junior league for the past 40 years and is well respected in all 

local and national cricketing circles. The óLifetime Achieverô category was noted in that the 

three nominees that also included Ed Barker of Wootton and Robin Norris of Tamworth had over 200 years of cricketing experience 

between them. Norris who has served the committee of Tamworth for over 40 years is a remarkable figure having scored a century in all 

the last five decades of the millennium. Barker has been the inspiration of the Wootton club that has recently been promoted to the 

North Staffs and South Cheshire league. Ed has also been the catalyst in the improving facilities by negotiating and building a new club-

house at their headquarters.  

The óNatWest CricketForceô award went to a superb project from Uttoxeter cricket club. Uttoxeter gained a togetherness through a 

newly energised group of players that have now looked to the future. The club members worked together with local businesses, scouts 

and the local community to carry out a £20,000 project for less than £1,000. The project saw new carpets, a kitchen, paint and a new 

practice net.  

The óBehind The Scenesô category was the most populated with six shortlisted candidates, the winner being Mick Moore of Silverdale 

Cricket Club. Moore has done some remarkable work for his club, gaining several successful grant bids, regenerating the club as well as 

combining a young family with first team duties. Moore has seen over ten successful bids in the last two years totalling over £50,000 

worth of improvements to the club.  

Highly Commended in this category were Margaret Ainsworth-Hickman who has become a bedrock of the recently formed Aston 

Cricket Club. Margaret has an all inclusive priority that sees young boys and girls develop as well as encouraging disabled cricketers to 

take an active part. 

Mick Dale is a cornerstone of Porthill Park Cricket Club. Mick has undertaken numerous roles within the club over the last 50 years and 

never seems to say no to anything that need doing at his club regularly being the first person on the ground and then the last to leave. 

Mike has instrumental in helping the club progress.  He has helped written bids to enable the club to gain grants and his most notable 

has been the building of new changing rooms.  

Neil Somerville has served Cheadle Cricket Club with great distinction. 1978 Neil was elected the serve on the General Committee of 

Cheadle Cricket Club and he quickly established a reputation as a solid worker who gave sound and practical advice on all aspects of 

running the Club. He has been the workhorse of the Club since he first went on to the Committee and he has won the Club Trophy 

award several times which is awarded to the person who has given outstanding service to the Club on an annual basis, he recently won 

the Administrator Award from the local Sports Council. Neil is a fine Cricket Umpire and usually umpires in the Premier Section of the 

North Staffs and South Cheshire Cricket League. Over the years he has also taken an interest in local football and has been involved in 

the administration of that sport also. Cheadle Cricket Club hope that Neil will con-

tinue to work in the years to come not only for Cheadle Cricket Club but for sport in 

general. The Club countôs itself fortunate that it has enjoyed his services for so long. 

Richard Abell joined Whittington in 1993 and this nomination is very timely as in 

February work started on the clubsô new ground ï a milestone in the project that he 

has led and has taken up a significant amount of his life over the last 8 years. Rich-

ard has taken the following roles Committee member, Vice-Chairman, Special Pro-

ject Manager, Junior coach, Co-ordinator of U10 sessions, Manager U11 team, 

Treasurer Junior section.  Richard has spent time on grant applications, plan-

ning,fund raising, attending committee and project meetings, attending site meetings 

with planners, elected representatives, contractors also encouraging friends and 

work colleagues to attend events and spends time coaching juniors. A fantastic club-

man and truly a fine candidate and well worthy of his highly commended honour.  

Mike Walmsley has served Uttoxeter Cricket Club well and over the last 6 months 

has worked tirelessly to help the club gain the club mark accreditation. His commit-

ment and drive in organising all members of the club to provide the necessary infor-

mation, attend all required course and present the correct information on the clubs 

notice boards has made attaining the club mark accreditation for the first time a 

seamless process. 

Cricket Development Manager Jason Britton 
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